
Assignment Component Descriptions, Rubric and Scaffolding Timeline 

The assignment components provided here were designed for an introductory microeconomics course. The components 

include: (1) podcast group charter, (2) podcast story proposal, (3) podcast story outline, and (4) final podcast. These can 

be modified to a variety of courses, concept applications and learning objectives  

Figure 1: Scaffolding of podcast assignment components 

 

Assignment: Podcast Group Charter  

Assignment Description: All group members must discuss these components, draft a charter 
addressing each element, sign and submit it 
Group member names: (print and signature) 

How will your group communicate with one another (be specific)? 

What is one time during the week when the whole group is available to meet? 

What are your expectations for one another as group members (how will you share work, how will you 

communicate, how will you each contribute, and what type of attitude / support do you expect from one another)? 

What questions do you have about the assignment that you need to investigate further in the syllabus or with the 

instructor? 

 
  



Assignment: Podcast Story Proposal  

Assignment Description: You must submit a proposal for what your group could create 
their story podcast about.  Recall (1) that this should be targeted toward a 
journalistic/educational entertainment audience (the same way Planet Money is), (2) that the 
final podcast must be 10 minutes in length, (3) that it must relate clearly to microeconomics 
through concepts and/or tenets of this course, (4) that it should be creative and entertaining. 

For this one-page proposal you can either: 1) Submit three specific possible topics with some 
detail, which I will review and provide feedback on, or 2) Submit one specific possible topic with 
detail about the concepts you might cover, how they relate to that topic and some idea of what 
elements you'll include (interviews? findings of research? discussions among experts or those 
who've experienced the issue). 

 

Podcast Story Proposal Evaluation Rubric 

Criteria Points  

Submit a proposal that is either one very detailed OR three sketched-out possible topics 
for your group podcast story 

50 

Proposal provides evidence of reflection on how this topic(s) will relate to the course 
concepts/content 

30 

Proposal provides evidence of thoughtful reflection on how the podcast will convey 
economic-relevant information, be entertaining and creative, and target the proper 
audience 

20 

 

Assignment: Podcast Story outline  

Description: You must submit a 1-2 page outline of your group story podcast.  This must include: 

Podcast content outline  

 What is the overall topic of your podcast 
 Details on the economic concepts you will connect to your overall topic 
 Explanation of how you will tell the story (narrative, expert interview, man on the street 

interview, findings of research) note you are encouraged to use at least two of these (or other) 
methods. 

 A draft timeline for each segment (ex. introduction 2 minutes; recordings live from the event 
3 minutes) 

Timeline for completing the project 

You must also include your planned timeline for completion of the project.  If you are conducting 
an interview, by what date will that be complete? If you are doing background research, by what 
date must that be complete? How much time will you need for editing in Audacity? How much 
time will you need as a group to agree on the music, edits, etc.? 

Assignment of responsibilities 

You must indicate who in the group in primarily responsible for which elements of the content, of 
the recording, of the editing, and uploading the final product. 



 

Podcast Story Outline Evaluation Rubric 

Criteria Ratings Points  

Podcast content outline Thorough, 
thoughtful, 
focused on 
economics 
related to the 
course 

Shows 
incomplete 
thought or 
reflection 

Shows little 
thought or 
focus  

Does not 
meet 
requirements 

60 

Timeline for completing 
the project 

Thorough, 
thoughtful, 
practical 

Present, but doesn’t 
reflect thought or 
practical 
considerations 

Does not meet 
requirements 

20 

Assignment of 
responsibilities 

Included and 
complete 

Included but 
incomplete 

Does not meet 
requirements 

20 

 

Assignment: Final podcast  

Assignment Description: Student generated podcasts 

These assignments are designed to provide you an opportunity to demonstrate your ability to 

apply the microeconomic concepts we learn in class to the world.  They are also designed for you 

to learn a new skill, developing and recording your own podcast, which is in demand in the 

professional and journalistic arenas.  You will also be able to practice your oral communication 

skills and to demonstrate your ability to tailor those skills toward different audiences 

(professional and more journalistic/media). 

Group Story Podcast of economics you observe in the world (10%) 

You will be required to work as a group to develop an original podcast similar to the style and 

intent of Planet Money, which we listen to all semester.  This podcast will be your opportunity to 

demonstrate how you can observe and illustrate how the topics of this course are is relevant in 

the world and to see how related concepts apply to that world.  This podcast will be targeted 

toward a more journalistic / educational entertainment style audience.  You should imagine that 

it would exist on a platform similar to the Planet Money blogsite and be available for individuals 

interested in economics – whether they have studied the topic or not – to listen to and enjoy. 

Your podcast should be 10 minutes in length  

 

 

  



Final Podcast Evaluation Rubric 

Criteria  

(possible points) 

Ratings 

Provides an accurate application 
of course concepts to real  life 

(30 points) 

(30 points) 

Meets criteria 

(20 points) 

Small 
inaccuracies or 
relevant 
elements left out 

(10 points) 

 Significant 
inaccuracies or 
missing critical 
elements 

(0 points) 

Unacceptable 

Demonstrates how 
microeconomics is relevant to the 
world 

(20 points) 

(20 points) 

Full marks 

(10 points) 

Relevance is unclear or 
seems stretched 

(0 points) 

Unacceptable 

Provides an interesting, well 
organized and coherent 
story/theme of stories 

(10 points) 

(10 points) 

Full marks 

(5 points) 

Lacking coherence or 
storyline, disorganized 

(0 points) 

Unacceptable 

Targeted toward appropriate 
audience  

(10 points) 

(10 points) 

Full marks 

(5 points) 

Some issues with 
appropriate 
language/content/theme 

(0 points) 

Unacceptable 

Quality 10 minutes of content 

(5 points) 

(5 points) 

Full Marks 

(3 points) 

Good quality, but does not 
meet minimum time 

(0 points) 

Unacceptably short in 
length 

Demonstrate oral communication 
skills in delivery, attention to 
diction, editing and overall sound 
quality 

(15 points) 

(15 points) 

Full marks 

(8 points) 

Fair: some issues with 
delivery, diction and/or 
editing 

(0 points) 

Unacceptable 

Shows creativity, is engaging and 
entertaining while being accurate 
and keeping the target audience 
in mind 

(10 points) 

(10 points) 

Full marks:  

(5 points) 

Some creativity and 
engagement 

 

(0 points) 

Unacceptable 

 

 

 


